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Twenty-third Discourse from Futuh al-Ghaib 


On contentment with one's lot from Allah 


The Shaikh (may Allah be well pleased with him, and grant him contentment) 
said: 


Be content with straitened circumstances and steadfastly persevere therein, 
until the prescript of destiny expires and you are promoted to a higher and 
finer level. There you will be comfortably installed and made secure, with no 
worldly or otherworldly problems, no persecution or harassment. Then you 
will progress beyond this stage to something even more delightful and 
wholesome. 


Know that your appointed share will not be lost to you because you give up 
chasing after it, just as you will never get what is not your share, for all your 
greedy secking, effort and exertion. Be patient, therefore, and resign yourself 
to accepting your present situation. Take nothing and give nothing on your 
own unless and until you are ordered to do so. Neither move nor keep still of 
your own accord, otherwise you will have to bear not just your own suffering, 
but that of a creature worse than you. This is because you do wrong to behave 
like that, and the wrong-doer is not overlooked. Allah (Almighty and 
Glorious is He) has said: 


Thus We let some of the wrong-doers have power over others. (6:129) 


You are in fact in the house of a King whose command is far-reaching, whose 
power is immense, whose army is vast, whose will is effective, whose 
authority is irresistible, whose kingdom is everlasting, whose sovereignty is 
enduring, whose knowledge is precise, whose wisdom is profound and whose 
judgment is just. Not an atom's weight on earth or in heaven cludes Him, nor 
does the wrong of the wrong-doer escape His notice. You are the biggest 
wrong-doer and the worst offender, because you have set up a partner to Him 
(Almighty and Glorious is He) by your self-willed behavior in dealing with 
yourself and His creation. Allah (Exalted is He) has said: 


Ascribe no partners to Allah; ascribing partners to Him is a tremendous 
wrong. (31:13) 


He also says (Exalted is He): 


Allah does not forgive that any partner be ascribed to Him; less than that He 
forgives to whom He will. (4:116) 


Be very wary of associating anything with Allah; do not come anywhere near 
it. Avoid it in all your behavior, both active and passive, by night and day, in 
private and in public. Beware of disobedience altogether, in your limbs and 
organs as well as in your heart. Abandon all sin, both outwardly and inwardly. 
Do not run away from Him (Almighty and Glorious is He), for He will 
overtake you. Do not quarrel with Him over His decision; He will demolish 
you. Do not question the wisdom of His judgment; He will put you to shame. 
Do not treat Him negligently; He will bring you to your senses and put you to 
the test. Do not start innovations in His house; He will destroy you. Do not 
speak of His religion to suit your own whim; He will ruin you and darken 
your heart, rob you of your faith and understanding, and make you subject to 
your devil, your lower self, your passions and desires, your family, your 
neighbors, your companions, your friends and all the rest of His creatures, 
even your domestic scorpions, snakes, jinn and other vermin, Thus He will 
upset your life in this world and prolong your punishment in the hereafter. 
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